Explanatory notes for the GP Prescribing Data Extract
Source

The information is extracted from the Primary Care Service dispensing and information systems
The data covers prescriptions that are prescribed in Wales by GP's (general medical practitioners) and non medical prescribers that have prescribed on behalf of the GP practice, that are then dispensed in the community within Wales or England. The data includes all prescribed medicines, dressings and appliances that are dispensed each month. If a patient does not take a prescription to the pharmacy for dispensing, then the information will not be included in the dataset. Private prescriptions are not included in the data.
Format
Each month on the 1st working day, a compressed file will be produced and published on our internet site. Within each file there will be three .csv files.

· GPDataCCYYMM.csv

· Address.csv

· ChemSubstance.csv

GPDataCCYYMM.csv

This is a csv file containing GP practice level data by presentation and contains:

	Field Name
	Field Length
	Description

	HB
	3 characters
	Responsible Health Board for Practice

	Locality
	3 characters
	Responsible Locality within Health Board

	PracticeID
	6 characters
	Unique practice identifier starting with W

	BNFCode
	15 characters
	British National Formulary code which identifies the drug prescribed

	BNFName
	60 characters
	The name of the drug prescribed followed by form and strength.

	Items
	
	The total number of items for the drug prescribed. A prescription item refers to a single item prescribed on a prescription form.  If a prescription form includes three items it is counted as three prescription items. A prescription item may be for a variable quantity e.g. 14, 28 or 56 tablets.
 

	NIC
	
	Net ingredient cost of the drug before any discounts are deducted or fees added.

	ActCost
	
	Net ingredient cost minus an average discount plus a container allowance.

	Quantity
	
	The total quantity of the drug prescribed. This quantity may be measured in a variety of units, for example, in units (tablets, capsules etc) or in millilitres or grammes.

	DDD
	
	The defined Daily Dose (DDD) is a statistical measure of drug consumption. It is used to standardise the comparison of drug usage between different drugs or between different health care environments.

	ADQ
	
	This represents the assumed average maintenance dose per day for a drug used for its main indication in adults. The ADQ is not a dose but an analytical unit to compare prescribing activity.

	Period
	6 characters
	The year and month to which the data relates e.g. December 2012 would be 201212.


Address.csv

	Field Name
	Field Length
	Description

	Period
	6 characters
	The year and month to which the data relates e.g. December 2012 would be 201212.

	PracticeID
	6 characters (maximum)
	For a GP practice - Wxxxxx where x is a 5 digit number. For localities and Health Boards this is a 3 character code.

	Locality
	
	The name of the Health Board or Locality

	Street
	
	Often this is the name of the practice, when this is not available then the first line of the address will be shown.

	Area
	
	2nd line of the address

	Posttown
	
	3rd line of the address

	County
	
	4th line of the address

	Postcode
	
	Postal code


ChemSubstance.csv
	Field Name
	Field Length
	Description

	BNFChemical
	9 characters
	The first 9 characters of the BNF code.

	Chemical
	
	This is the name of the chemical as recorded in our information systems.


