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Pharmacy Independent Prescribing Service

Specification Variation Form

This form is to be submitted to the relevant Local Health Board for agreement to provide the Pharmacy Independent Prescribing Service from premises which do not yet meet the requirements set out in the service specification. Agreement MUST be provided by the Local Health Board BEFORE the service is offered from non-compliant premises. 
Pharmacy details
	Name of pharmacy contractor
	 
	Contact e-mail address
	 
	Pharmacy Prescribing Service Unit number for the pharmacy (60####X)
	 
	Pharmacy address
	 

Deficiencies
The consultation area(s), from which the service will be provided, in the above pharmacy premises do not currently meet the following service specification requirements:
☐ 	clearly designated area for confidential discussion which is distinct from the general public areas of the pharmacy
☐ 	allows both the patient receiving the service and the Pharmacist Independent Prescriber to sit down together and talk at normal speaking volumes without being overheard by other visitors to the pharmacy or by any other person, including pharmacy staff
☐ 	ensures the dignity and privacy of the patient is maintained
☐ 	is of an appropriate size and layout to allow a Pharmacist Independent Prescriber undertaking appropriate patient examinations in accordance with accepted standards of safe practice 
☐ 	has handwashing facilities with hot and cold running water
☐ 	contains suitable work surfaces to enable safe and effective delivery of consultations
☐ 	has wipable and non-porous surfaces (work surfaces, chairs, and floors) to facilitate appropriate infection control
☐ 	has a suitable receptacle for the safe disposal of clinical waste
Plans to address deficiencies
The following works are planned to address this:
	 


Implementation date
	In line with the above plans, the consultation area is anticipated to meet the service specification requirements by no later than (see guidance below): [footnoteRef:1] [1:  The Pharmacy Independent Prescribing Services must NOT be provided in these premises after this date, unless the above works have been carried out and the specification requirements have been met or a further agreement is issued] 

	 


Declaration on behalf of the contractor:
I / We wish to apply for permission to provide the Pharmacy Independent Prescribing Service in the above premises whilst those premises do not meet the service specification requirements as outlined above 
I / We confirm that all reasonable steps will be taken to implement the plans outlined above within the timescale outlined to ensure that these premises will meet the service specification requirements by the above stated date
I / We understand that failure to meet the specification requirements by the agreed implementation date (as set out above) will result in the pharmacy not being permitted to provide the service until such a time as a further agreement is reached, or the requirements are met  
	Submitted for and on behalf of the contractor by

	Name:  

	Position:  
	Date:  



Please submit this form to the Community Pharmacy Lead at your Local Health Board

Office use only[footnoteRef:2] [2:  This section must be completed by the Local Health Board representative to confirm agreement that the service may be provided from the deficient premises] 

The above named pharmacy premises are authorised to provide the Pharmacy Independent Prescribing Service without meeting the specification requirements until the above ‘implementation date’. 
	Approved by, on behalf of the Local Health Board

	Name:  

	Position:  
	Date:  



Guidance
The following typical timescales should be used by Local Health Boards as a guide to determine the appropriateness of planned timescales for remediation work. 
Agreement to vary the specification requirements will normally only be withheld by the LHB where there are no reasonable plans in place for remediation, or the current/planned facilities would pose a material risk to patients or staff.
The below timescales are intended to run concurrently (i.e. if multiple works are needed then the longest duration should be selected, rather than adding together the different timescales). 
	Required work
	Typical timescales

	Sourcing of additional equipment/furniture (e.g. clinical waste bin, additional chairs, etc.)
	Up to 1 month

	Addition of hot and cold running water requiring minor works (e.g. extension of existing pipe network from a nearby sink, etc.)
	Up to 6 months

	Addition of hot and cold running water requiring major works (e.g. installation of new boiler, significant new pipe runs, etc.)
	Up to 12 months

	Replacement or upgrades to fixtures and fittings (e.g. flooring, fixed work surfaces, replacement of glass for privacy, etc.)
	Up to 18 months

	Major works to the consultation room (e.g. enlarging the area, full refit of all facilities within consultation room, etc.)
	Up to 24 months
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